Last Sunday Message......
The Personal God.
Daniel 4.
When we hear stories of radical conversion to Christ, or stories of people with great faith
and we reflect on our own Christian experience, we may be tempted to ask the question,
“Is there something about Christianity that I haven’t grasped? Or something that I
missedr”

One thing that sets such people apart is that all of them have experienced God
at a very personal and intimate level. God is personal, and He wants to relate to us
personally.

In Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar’s experience of God had become very personal
and intimate. In chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar had finished his building projects and Daniel
was old. At the end of Chapter 4, God is not just a concept to Nebuchadnezzar, but
God is personal and real.

Why did it take Nebuchadnezzar so long? The story from chapter 1 to 4 is a
story of pride, power and money. He has now achieved most of his dreams and projects.
The Hanging Gardens of Babylon (one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world) had been
completed. But he was yet to realise the need for a personal encounter with God.

Three things about God:

(1) God is Patient. He was patient with Nebuchadnezzar. But there is an attitude which
we all must fear and shun. When Nebuchadnezzar tried to accentuate his own power,
pride, wealth and glory, God immediately had to step in and cut him off, because
God cannot stand people who steal his glory, power and name. Whenever anyone
speaks like this, God immediately cuts them off from this world. (Acts 12:23, Daniel
5:5).

(2) God Communicates. He is personal and he personally communicated in dreams.
But we have to be careful and not make this a norm for God’s communication to us.
Dreams and visions may be good to warn us and correct us sometimes, but they are
not to be generalised. Hebrews 1 says that in the past God spoke to us through
prophets Jand others] but now he has communicated through his Son, i.e., His Word.
His written word is personal to us with the help of the Holy Spirit.

(3) God Initiates and He gives gifts. Nebuchadnezzar became like an animal. There is
no way for him to regain his senses without outside intervention. Animals cannot
come to have human sensibilities on their own. They need a miracle to do that. This
is totally God’s initiative. This is a gift.

What should we do?

(1) Confess: To confess means “to say the same as”. Nebuchadnezzar learned to agree
with God that God rules the kingdom of men and gives it to anyone he wills.

(2) Repent. Repentance is not the same as confession of sins. Repentance means to
turn around and stop doing the wrong. One can confess his sins with high emotion,
but if he does not repent that comes to nothing. Daniel did the most courageous
thing, he asked a King to repent of the sins of oppressing the poor (4:27). The glory
of Babylon was probably built on slave labour and this was wrong.

(3) Believe in Jesus as Saviour and Lord.

4) Receive the Holy Spirit. - Pastor Kedo Peseyie
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Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

NOTES:

4

citychurchkoh@gmail.com, Facebook: “City Church Kohima”.
Contact: 0370-2242687/ 8131862333




